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EXT. YELLOW CRAFTSMAN HOUSE, PORCH - N GHT

The front door is wi de open. An Xbox 360 flies out and hits
t he porch, snapping off several |arge plastic chunks. |nside
t he house, the voice of CARLA hollers.

CARLA (O S.)
Take your video ganes!

The controllers for the Xbox fly out the door, along with a
few ganmes, all chased by GARY. Gary is 35 but |ooks 40. He
coul d be the poster child for Hooter's patrons everywhere.
Unshaven, hot sauce stained T-shirt, cargo shorts, untied
sneakers. He's obviously drunk. GARY hurriedly stunbles

out after the broken Xbox and begi ns collecting up the pieces,
assessi ng the danage.

GARY
Carla, will you quit being psycho?

Carla stops in the doorway. She is 30 but |ooks 25. Bl onde.
Gorgeous. She could be a nodel for a Banana Republic catal og.

CARLA
And take your booze.

Carla hurls a bottle of Jack Daniel's at Gary, who clunsily
funbles it around before finally getting a solid grip. He
glares at Carl a.

GARY
Oh, | will take ny booze!

Carla pulls a comic book out of its protective sleeve and
waves it high above her head.

CARLA
And take your stupid com c book.

Gary's eyes follow the waving comc |like a | abrador retriever
follow ng a waving tennis ball

GARY
(Intime to Carla's
wavi ng.)
No! Don't do it! Not that!

Bami The crunpl ed com c book nails Gary right between the
eyes.

CARLA
And just go!

The comic falls at Gary's feet. Gary grabs it and tries to
smoot h its pages.



GARY
C nmon Carla! This is an original
1952 El ectric Avenger, issue one.

Carla | ooks down at Gary. He is on his knees, trying to
smoot h his precious winkled comc book. He |ooks pathetic -
i ke a super nodel satisfying her coke habit off a public
bathroomtoil et seat.

CARLA
You forgot ny birthday, so you gave
me one of your com cs? Three years
together Gary. Do you even know me
at all?

GARY
This comc's worth a | ot of noney.
(to the comc)
Ch god. This is ruined.

He keeps snoot hi ng.

CARLA
Gary, | don't |ove you anynore.

That gets his attention.

GARY
Don't be ridiculous Carla. W are
going to go back inside and kiss and
make up and everything will be fine.

CARLA
Not this tine Gary.

Carla's angry resolve nmelts into sadness. Gary |ooks at the
sad woman st andi ng above himand for a nonent she magically
transfornms back into the |lum nous, smling, beautiful girl
who | oved himin days gone by.

The dream fades back into reality. A tear runs down Carla's
cheek.

GARY
Wi t .

CARLA
It's too late Gary. Maybe one day
you' Il learn, just not with ne.

Carla really starts crying now as she cl oses the door, |eaving
Gary on the porch, totally alone. Gary stares at the door.
The realization of his stupidity washes over his face.



GARY
(sotto voce)
l"msorry..

He | owers his gaze down to the Electric Avenger, fighting
t hugs on the cover of the crunpled comc.

FADE OUT:
EXT. EMPTY CI TY STREET CORNER - NI GHT
Subtitle: "One year later..."

Gary's fist clutches the comic, nowin tatters. Hi s other
fist clutches a half enpty bottle of Jack Daniel's. He
shanbl es down the street wearing the same clothes he had on
when Carla dunped him- only now, they' re torn, stained and
filthy. H s 5 o' clock shadow has becone a ratty beard. He
| ooks honel ess.

THUNDER runbl es overhead and Gary takes a swig fromthe bottle
of Jack. An attractive yuppi e HUSBAND and WFE turn the
corner and knock right into him The husband and wife are
dressed to the nines - himin a tailored suit, her in a red
eveni ng dress.

W FE
Oh, excuse ne.

Gary freezes in his tracks and stares at the woman. She is
bl onde, gorgeous.

GARY
Carl a?

W FE
I"msorry. My nane's not Carl a.

A few drops of rain begin to fall.

HUSBAND
C non dear.

The man pulls her close as they hurry away. Gary foll ows.

GARY
I"msorry | forgot your birthday.

HUSBAND
She isn't your Carlal

Gary grabs her, spinning her face to his.

GARY
Pl ease forgive ne!



The worman screans as |ightening flashes. The husband | ands
a haymaker on Gary's chin, knocking himback into a pile of
gar bage bags.

HUSBAND
Leave us al one, you drunk!

The coupl e dashes off |eaving Gary sobbing. The drizzle
turns to a downpour. Gary takes another long drink fromhis
bottle. The husband and wife are far down the street now.
Gary's eyes follow the woman as she and her husband di sappear
behi nd anot her corner.

GARY
I"msorry Carl a.

Gary stands up, |ooks to heaven and lets out a scream

GARY ( CONT' D)
CAAAAARRRRRRLLLLLAAAAA!

Then he starts to chug the bottle. [It's suicide by al cohol.
As he guzzles...

KABLAM A lightning bolt shoots straight through the bottle
of Jack, and into Gary. Electricity illumnates himfrom
within, like a full-color animated X-Ray. The electricity
travels into Gary's very brain, short circuiting neurons and
arcing between brain cells. Back outside his brain, his
nmuscl es spasmand lock. His teeth grind and gnash. Wen
it’s over, he coll apses.

FADE OUT:
EXT. EMPTY CI TY STREET - LATER
Darkness. Miffled VO CES. The voices grow clearer

VOCE (QOS.)
Quick, find his wallet.

Gary's eyes snap open. The voices belong to two THUGS who
are crouching over Gary. STOCKY THUG is a stout man with a
short beard. LANKY THUG is a skinny guy with a pock narked
face and prematurely thinning hair. Stocky Thug is going

t hrough the pockets of Gary's charred snoking cl ot hes.

Gary leaps to his feet, but his equilibriumdidn't get the
nmeno. He flails around and barely keeps his bal ance. The
thugs leap up as well.

LANKY THUG
Whoa! He's awake!

Gary sees his comic book in the Lanky Thug's hand.



GARY
You tryin' to rob ne?

Pow Gary socks Lanky in the nose. The com c goes flying
and Lanky goes to the ground. Stocky junps Gary from behind
and gets himin a bear hug. Gary struggles, but his arns
are pinned. Lanky stands up and shakes off the pain. Hs
nose trickles blood. He heads right back at Gary, cracking
hi s knuckl es.

LANKY THUG
Hold himstill.

Gary's eyes spot his Electric Avenger com ¢ book |ying on

the ground. He sees his hero on the cover fighting two nen
with electrical bolts flying fromhis fists. As Gary fixates
on the comc, the street lights above start to flicker.

Lanky stops in his tracks. Both thugs watch the flickering
street lights which build in intensity and then blink out.

Dar kness once again, but this time the darkness is interrupted
by flashes of lightning fromGry's fists. The flashes

illum nate snapshots of the two Thugs taking a wall opi ng.

When it is over, the street |anps return and Lanky and Stocky
lie on the ground, unconscious. Gary is exhausted, breathing
heavily as he | ooks at the unconsci ous thugs.

Across the street, in a com c book shop window, a slowy
pul sing yell ow gl ow catches Gary's eye. What's this? He
heads to investigate.

EXT. IN FRONT OF A COM C BOOK SHOP - CONTI NUOUS

When Gary reaches the shop wi ndow, the gl ow has becone a
blinding white light. H's eyes adjust and in the w ndow

bef ore him stands THE ELECTRI C AVENGER hi msel f. Hi's costune
is magnificent - flow ng cape, lightning bolt enbl azoned
across his chest. But the electric avenger is a silver-haired
old man. Gary falls to his knees in pious reverence.

GARY
El ectric Avenger?

THE ELECTRI C AVENGER
Gary, you have found your destiny.

GARY
My destiny?

THE ELECTRI C AVENGER
I"mgetting old Gary. It is tine |
passed on the mantle of The Electric
Avenger to soneone younger. You
have proven yoursel f worthy.



GARY
But Carla hates ne.

THE ELECTRI C AVENGER
Go to her Gary. She may be in danger.

The El ectric Avenger begins to shimer and sparkle. He enmts
gentle tendrils of electricity that caress Gary. Suddenly,
there is a brilliant flash! Gary has transfornmed - fl ow ng
cape, lightning bolt enbl azoned across his chest. Handsoneg,
cl ean-cut and magnificently heroic, Gary has becone The

El ectric Avenger.

GARY
I"mcom ng Carl a.

Gary leaps up, and flies into the sky.
EXT. YELLOW CRAFTSMAN HOUSE - EVEN NG

The house is dark. Through the wi ndows, the dark sil houette
of an I NTRUDER scans a flashlight around the |iving room

Gary streaks down to street level, landing right in front

of the house. He |ooks at the wi ndows and sees the Intruder
and the flashlight. It |ooks Iike the Watergate break in.
Gary rushes to the front door and raises his leg for a mghty
ki ck.

I NT. CARLA' S LI VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

The front door is smashed right off the hinges and | ands on
the floor. Gary leaps in and is suddenly net by the beam of
the flashlight. The Intruder and Gary sinultaneously | eap
at one another. They battle. Fists fly.

The Intruder catches Gary by surprise and clobbers himin
the head with his flashlight. Gary lands flat on his back.
He raises his hands to release electrical retribution when
suddenly all the lights in the house cone on.

In the light, Gary's hands inmediately | ose their charge.
Gary is defensel ess and confused by his sudden | oss of power.
He | ooks to the intruder who appears to be just sone good-

| ooking, tanned guy in a pink polo shirt and chinos. The
Intruder readies his final death bl ow.

CARLA (O . S.)
(shouting to be heard)
Honey, | found the circuit breaker.

It's in the basenent.

The Intruder pauses and | ooks to the source of the voice.



| NTRUDER
(to Carla)
Stay back

Carla's voice grows nearer.

CARLA (O S.)
What was all that...

She wal ks into the living room

CARLA ( CONT' D)
...Nhoi se?

She sees the intruder wielding the flashlight about to cl obber
Gary. Gary |ooks at her.

GARY
Carla! 1'mhere to save you! You
are bei ng robbed!

Carla's shocked | ook is replaced by curiosity.

CARLA
Gary? |Is that you?

Carla steps farther into the roomrevealing a | arge standing
floor mirror behind her. Qutside the mrror Gary is The

El ectric avenger, but inits reflection, Gary is the |ightning-
charred honel ess man he was back on the city street. Gary
stares deeply at his reflection.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. EMPTY CITY STREET - N GHT

Gary's nenory replays the two thugs hovering over his charred,
snmoki ng body. But in this nenory these thugs aren't thugs.

STOCKY
He | ooks bad. W need to call an
ambul ance.

LANKY

Maybe he's got an | D
Stocky is patting Gary down frantically.

LANKY ( CONT' D)
Quick, find his wallet.

FLASHBACK TGO



EXT. EMPTY CITY STREET - LATER

It's the finale of the "Thug" fight as Gary knocks the second
good Samaritan to the ground next to the first. The
streetlights above flicker as Gary | oons over his two
unconsci ous vi cti ns.

FLASHBACK TGO
EXT. IN FRONT OF THE COM C BOOK STORE - N GHT

Still in Gary's nenory, he approaches the w ndow. Behind

the glass is a yellow blinking neon sign for the store and a
mannequi n wearing a shabby super-hero costunme. A hand-witten
sign bel ow the costune reads, "After Halloween Sale! 75%
offrrme

Gary's nenory flashes forward. The window in front of the
store is smashed. dass is scattered across the sidewal k
The mannequin is naked and Gary adm res the shabby costune
that he now wears. He leaps up to fly but imediately |ands.
Instead he runs full speed down the street, hands stretched
out before himlike Superman.

I NT. CARLA' S LI VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
BACK TO PRESENT

Carla now stands next to the Intruder - her new boyfriend.
He hol ds her protectively. Gary opens his eyes and | ooks to
Carl a.

GARY
I"mso sorry Carla.

He begins sobbing. Carla sees Gary as he is, an electricity
charred, broken man sitting on the floor in a shabby hall oween
costune. Tears well up in her eyes as well. She walks to
Gary and puts her hands on his shoul ders.

CARLA
You | eft your com c books when you
di sappeared. Wuld you |ike them
back?

| NTRUDER
(pointing at Gary)
Carla, who is this guy?

Gary looks up at Carla. She wipes the tears fromhis eyes
with her fingertips. She looks at his dirty face and Gary
magi cally transfornms back into the |um nous, smling,

beauti ful boy she once loved. He |ooks |like a super hero.



CARLA
This is The El ectric Avenger.

FADE OUT



	EXT. YELLOW CRAFTSMAN HOUSE, PORCH - NIGHT
	EXT. EMPTY CITY STREET CORNER - NIGHT
	EXT. EMPTY CITY STREET - LATER
	EXT. IN FRONT OF A COMIC BOOK SHOP - CONTINUOUS
	EXT. YELLOW CRAFTSMAN HOUSE - EVENING
	INT. CARLA'S LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS
	EXT. EMPTY CITY STREET - NIGHT
	EXT. EMPTY CITY STREET - LATER
	EXT. IN FRONT OF THE COMIC BOOK STORE - NIGHT
	INT. CARLA'S LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

